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There are many reasons for believing that the Polynesians,
who reached Hawaii, Easter Island, and New Zealand in their
outrigger canoes, came from Indonesia or South-east Asia*
and it is known that they have largely influenced Melanesia.

It was Indian influences which led to the great civilizations
of Sumatra and Java which flourished at the beginning of our
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era, and outrigger vessels from these islands had a regular
trade, not only with China and the Pacific, but with Mada-
gascar and East Africa. So close was their contact with
Madagascar that the people of that island, though of negro
race, speak an Indonesian language.

Since the civilization of India is older than that of Sumatra
and Java, and the outrigger is still used in India, the proba-
bility is that India is its original home. This applies to the
single outrigger only. The double outrigger is not found in
India or Ceylon, so is probably an Indonesian invention, or
rather improvement. It is impossible to be sure on this
point, however, since in India, Ceylon, and Indonesia the